Message

From: Judge, Robert [Judge.Robert@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/19/2017 6:44:43 PM

To: Compher, Michael [compher.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: URGENT ACTION — Invalidation of Ozone data in AQS due to QC issues
Thanks-.

The piece that has held me a up a little was figuring out what to do in the event some State argues that some of the data
is good due to “compelling evidence.” (As| said on the call, | already know of at least one example of that)

From: Compher, Michael

Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2017 1:42 PM

To: Judge, Robert <judge.Robert@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: URGENT ACTION — Invalidation of Ozone data in AQS due to QC issues

Hi Bob — Hearing the discussion on the call, | thought you'd be interested in the State outreach and plan we are taking to
implement this in R5.

Michael Compher

Chief, Air Monitoring and Analysis Section
Region 5 Air and Radiation Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 312-886-5745

From: Compher, Michael

Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2017 4:59 PM

To: kilmers@michigan.goy; 'Strassman, Rick (MPCA) <rick strassman@state.mn.us>; 'Bloomberg, David E.'
<Dlavid Bloomberg@linois, gov>; Zeiler, Dick' <DZEHER@ iderm IN gov>; 'paul.koval@epa.chio.gov'
<paulkevalf@epa.ohicgoy>; 'Fenlon, Dennis (MPCA)' <dennis.fenion@istaie. mn.us>; 'Jason Treutel'
<lsson Treutel@wisconsingoy>; 'Katie Praedel’ <Katie Prasdel@wisconsin.gov>; "Robinson, Amy (DEQ)'
<ROBINSONAT®michizangzoy>; "WICKER, JOHN' <PWICKER@idem. IN.gov>; 'Michael.Riggleman®@epa.ohio.gov'
<Richael Riggleman@epa.ohiogoy>: 'Cashman, John' <leghn Cashman@illinois.govws

Cc: Qazzaz, Bilal <gazzaz. bilal@ena. gov>; Hamilton, Scott <hamilton.scott@ena. cov>; McGrath, Jesse
<micgrath.issse@epa.gov>; Siegel, Kathryn <sisgel kathryn®ena.gov>

Subject: URGENT ACTION — Invalidation of Ozone data in AQS due to QC issues

All {State monitoring and QA Managers),

Ag a result of the Office of Inspector General {J16) Management Alert issued February 8, 2017, EPA has initiated several
corrective actions. One of the follow up actions is to assess the suitability of czone data for regulatory decisions. In
doing thiz, DAGRS identified all instances of T-point QO checks {2013 to 2016} for ozone that are outside the critical
criteria in the QA Handbook and/or Bmits contained in approved GAPPs. They have also identified the routine ambient
data surrounding the L-point OC checks that should be null coded in AQS so that the underlying design values supporting
the designations process are based on valid data.

OALPS has reguested that EPA regional offices work with affected monitoring organizations to remove any routine data
{and its associated T-point GC check) that does not meet the acceptance criteria in their EPA-approved QARPE and for
which no compelling reason or evidence exists to consider the data valid, For this review,  want to clarify that a default
decision to invalidate data when critical oriteria fail is not the expertation. We want you to consider the compelling
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reasens/evidence and we want to review that information to ensure that the decisions are appropriate and consistently
applied.

OAGPS divided the Hst into two phases. Phase 1 {sites in IN, OH, M and MN} includes high priority monitors whoss
2014-2016 design value would changs or become incomplete due to the data invalidations. These need 1o be addressed
in ACS by May 17 Phase 2 {all RS states) includes the remaining monitors that will have similar data invalidation actions
are coded as Phase 1in the Excel table, but have a less immediate impact on designations. Phase I needs to be
addressed by August 1% 2017,

The most pressing issue at hand is to review the Phase | dats identified in the attached spreadsheet, and ensure that
routing orone data and the associated L-point QC check for Phase 1 monitors {Column H—ses attachment) are properly
validated and reported in AQS. Below, we have outlined the next steps {o be taken:

1. Region 5 will scheduls a call for Thursday, April 20, 2017 with all of you to provide further detail, and to answer
any questions.

2. Please review the attachment "Regions Orone Data Invalidations 2013-2016%. Each agency needs to identify
whether they intend to keep or remove each block of data identified by OAQPS, and provide a rationale for
either decision. To track and document this, we suggest populating the two columns labelled “Proposed Action
for Affected Data” {e.g. invalidate) and "Rationale” in the "Data invalidations” worksheet of the attached xis
file, At this time, give priority to monitors identified os ‘Phose 17

3. fRegion 5 will schedule one-on-one calls starting Monday, April 24, 2017 with States to discuss the monitors
identified in Phase 1, and your proposed action and rationale provided in the xds file, We will follow up at a later
date to discuss monitors identifled as Phase 2.

4. After our discussions with each State and by May 1%, we need vou o reflect the outcomes of your assessmant
and our discussions in AGS for the Phase 1 monitors.

As our Regional OA Coordinator for Alr Monitoring, Bilal Qazzaz will be our primary B5 contact. We will continue to
cogrdinate with those included in this message (Stale Monitoring and QA& Managers), unfess we recelve a reply that
spmeone else in your organization should be the primary contact. This has a very short turn-around and could take
considerable time depending on how many monitors are on your State’s list. We appreciate yvour attention and
responsivensss,

Michael Compher

Chief, Air Monitoring and Analysis Section
Region 5 Air and Radiation Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 312-886-5745
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